THE STORY OF THE MAGIC CITY.

A Ponulation of 400 in 188l; in
1892, 25,000.

The History of the City Drlefly Sketched
and the Forces That Mave Heoen Mot
Poworful to the Work Discussed-—-A
Slhinple Btutement of Convinclug Facta
Telling Whut ERoanoke is To-dny.
Interesting Statiatics That Are Worth
Any Ono's AttentlonSome HReawwnus
Why Ronnoke Exists and Why It is
Only at the Beginning of n Drighter
nnd More Wonderful Career.

Ton years ago the sight of the build-
ing from which this paper is issued was
a marshyswamp. The rolling hills sur-
rounding it were covered by the native
forests and growing wheat fields.

Strictly speaking the history of Roa-
noko dates [rom February %, 1882, when
this place of destiny threw asido the old
name of Big Lick for the more cupho-
nious and meaning name of Roanoke,
About the time the town of Roanoke
was chartered by an act of the legisla-
turo, an era of progress dawned upon
this region, the history of which is in-
geparably linked with the history of the
Shenandoah Valloy railroad.

Priov to this time Big Lick wasa
sleepy, easy-going, old-time Virginia
village, with a population of 400 people,
dependent entirely upon the small trade
of the agricultural population of the
surrounding country,

The Shenandoah Valley railroad was
projected as early as 1867, and, after
overcoming various diffieulties, the first
train from llagerstown ran into Roan-
oke.une 19, 1852, The old Atlantic,
Mississippi and Ohio railroad has been
purchased and reorganized into the Nor-
folk and Western by the same capital-
ists who projeeted and built the Shenan-
doah Valley road, and they wera practi-
cally under the same management. The
hendquarters of this new railroad sys-
tem were removed to Roanoke, and the
young city immediately became the cen-
ter of one of the most important railroad
systems of the South., The Roancke
Machine Works, with a capliwl of $5,-
000,000, were immediately erected, and
soon the easy-goeing old willage of liig
Lick was transformed into the live,
active and progressing city of Roanoke.

The Rounoke Land and Improvement
Company was organived and did much
to promote the growth of the new city.
OUne induetry followed another, con-
stantly incroasing the population. The
different lines of business made neces-
sary were rapidly flled, and by 1884,
Roanoke was & city of such modern
improvements as gas and electric lights,
a system of water works and such other
improvements ag it were possible to
construct in £0 short & time.

Early in 1554 Roawnole was chartered
as a city and the Hustings Court was
established. Thecity government was
materially strengthened in different
departments with a new charter. While
there was some depression in 1884, by
conservative management of her enter-
prises, she fully beld Ler own and
made some substantial progress. From
1885 on her career has been one of con-
stant growth. Among the industries
that woere soon completed were the twin
furnuces of the Crozer Iron Company,
the American Hridge and Tron Works,
the Rolling Mills and other small in-
dustries. A strect railway company
was organized and a system of horse
ears put on the streets. A dummy line
was constructed to Vioton, two miles
distant, and afterwards to Salem, a dis-
tance of seven miles.

In the course of events such needed
institutions as banks were supplied,and
have constantly grown until Roanoke
to-day boasts of admirable bankine fa.
cilities.

Not long after Roanoke began to en-
joy the fruits of the completion of the
Suenandoah Valley railroad, the con-
siruction of the Roanoke and Southern
from Winston, N. C., was projected. A
company was orgamized and after con-
siderable delay work was begun at Win-
ston, and fourteen miles of road from
Winston to Walnut Cove, sonnecting
with the Cape ear and Yadkin Valley
road, was put in eperation in June, 1889
The work progressed slowly but trains
are now running from Roanoke to Win
#ton, Shortly after the road was opened
the Norfolk and Western leased it for a
period of 089 years.

There are certain forces and agencies
that have been sufficiently prominent
in bringing aboLt the events of the last
decade to demand special attention.
One of these is the joint stock land com-
pany. The foster company was the
Roanoke Land and [mprovement Com-
pany, but many larger and more impor-
tant have followed. While these com-
paties are business ont.e_rprlses. their
gole object is not the buying of land at
a low price and selling it a higher one.
A large part of the capital of them is
aet epart for inducing new industries to
locate here, and in this way many] of
the most important munufseturing es-
tablishunents have beon secured.

The year 1500 wus the pgreat hoom

ear of this entire section, and while

oanoke’s bistory bas been une of con-
atant apd rapid growth, that year standd
out moet prominently in the extent of
the operatdons 1n different lines.

Roancke |3 104 nor never hus been a
Yoom town in the goneral accepration of
that term  [f its growih has v en won-
derful, sud spceulation in roal estate ex-
tegsive, the rapid rise in prices bus not
been producrd by any muaterial ciuses,
but has had fur its basis a busy, produ-
eing population constantly inereasing.
The standard by which boom towns
measare their success is the extent of
real estute transustions and according
{0 tnis Boanoke heads the list of houmn
towns if any one persists in calline i
&auch, Iu 1500 the roal e<tate transfers
secording o the regords in the o ffioe of
tueclerk of eae Masongs Court o
ed o £17, 000000 dn sound

BJdlnivrs

I 1.0, 000 peopile.

Chattanooga, Tenn., is one of yne most
active of Southern oities, nnd its real
estato sales for the same puried amount.
ed to 86,000,000.

This is only a small part of the
achiovements of 1540. The total num-
ber of zompagies organized for different
purposes was 132, with annggregate cap.
ital of S10,000,000. More than $2,000,-
000 was put in bhuildings. Among the
most important buildings was the com-
pletion of the Ponce de Leon Iotel, Ho
tel Roanoke and some score or more of
the handsomest residences in the city.
Many of the best business buildings in
tho city wero erccted during this year.

Among the manufacturing establish-
ments completed the Virginia Brewery
and the blast furnsce of the lRtoanoke
Iron Company were the most important.

The Roanoke Development Company,
organizod about two yoars ago, has
demonstrated its importance as a factor
in the advancement of the growth of
Roanoke. Streets have been constructed
through a large partof its extensive
property and three bridges built across
Iloanoke river., Three large plants,
those of the Norwieh Lock Manufue
turing Company of Roanoke, the Duvall
Engine Works and the Hridgewater Car-
ringe Works.

The Virginia Blanket Mills has also
been secured to locate on this proporty.
These industries will employ attogether
about Y00 operatives.

Roanoke has been affected by the
financial depression from which the
wholecountry hassuffered for the last ten
months, as have most localities, though
there are but a few communities that
have stood the depression so well. The
era of nctive and extensive speculation,
which immediately preceded the close-
ness in the money market, were suill-
cinnt enuse for fearing serious resuls,
but not a single disastrous failure has
occurred. Roanoke has weathered the
storm 8o far, nos only holding hor own,
but making rapid strides forward.
While there has not been that sctive
speculation and extensive enterprise
that marked the preceding year, the
year 1592 will result in searcely less for
the substantial progress of the city than
the eventful year of 1500. There is
nothing to which Roanoke can peint
with more just pride that her achieve-
ments since business thioughout the
civilized world was stugnated by the
threatened panic in the great money
centers. Roanoke can well afford to
have the record to ba published to the
world.

Early in January, 1841, Congress up-
vropriated 375,000 for the ercction of u
public building. Many who had made
money in the preceding year started tho
new year with plans to put their ac-
cumulations into bulldings. While
building operations would have been
more active if money hud been easior,
still the attention of the investor has
been dirccted more to permanent im-
provements than real estate speculation.
The ¢lass of buildings has constantly
improved from the beginning of Roan-
oke’s growth, and this improvement is
more noticeably now than at any pre-
vious period in the history of the city.
Searcely less houses in number will be
erected this year than last, and when
the record of 1842 is made up the in-
dications are that it will show more
money put in buildings during 1302
than in 1801.

Early in the year. too, the Roancke
Development Company began its nego-
tintions for industrial plants with the
remarkahble success already noted. Be-
sidea the four large plants,two of which
are nearing completion on the property
of this company, the plate and muck
bar mills of the Roanoke Iron Company
have been erected and put in operation,
although at the present time theyare
shut down, owing to the dullness in the
iron market. The cold storage plant
has been constructed. Improvements
have been made at the Crozer Furnagas.
The blacksmith shop of the Roanoke
Machine Works and the same depart-
ment of the American Dridge Works
have been rebuilt. “I'he Monitor Steam
Generator Company will soon begin the
erection of an extensive factory on the
Columbia Land Company's property.
The Norfolk and Western is workingon
the belt line that is to extend around
the southern border of the city.

Of the buildings recently completed
the most costly is the Terry building,
on tho corner of Jelferson and Campbell
streets. This magnificent stone and
brick  structure, is seven stories
high, and eo:t =125.0u0. It is the bhand-
somest office building in Virginia, A
number of handsome business buildings
have been erected this year. This has
heen a church building year. The Lu-
therans are erecting & magnificentstone
structure at a cost of §i0,000; the Bap:
tists have completed a £25,000 church
and are erecting another one to cost the
samo amount; the Episcopal Church is
erecting a £40,000 stone church and
rectory. The Southern Methodists
have built one small church at a cost of
§1,800; erected a taberhacle at a cost of
82,000, cand ‘are building a $10,000
chureh; the Methodist Episcopal church
has repaired and improved its house of
worship.

A start hag been made for the needed
public improvements. Early lastyear
the freeholders of the city voted 8425,
000 in bonds for streets, sewers, public
buildings and the fire department. The
(Giamewell electric fire alarm aystem has
been put in place and the apparatus of
the department improved. Overseven
miles of streets are now being macad-
amized and some of the leading streets
are soon to be paved with vitrified
brick. Work is also about to be com-
menced on & sewer system.

With some idea of what Big Lick was
and the foregoing sketch of the rise
and growth of Roanoke, the rezder may
be given a reasonably ac-urate idea of
the rapid progress of the city by a state-
ment of what Roanoke is to-day.

It is a city of 25,000 people, sitnated
between the Vatley of the Roanoke
rivér which skirts its southern border,
midway between the Rlue Ridge nnd
Alleghany mountains, at the natural
gateway of the far famed valley of the
Stenandoah. From its hili tops and
the summit of Mill Mountain thatstray
sentinel that rises abruptly in the val-
ley fust across the river from the city,
may be seen all the beauty and mag
nificeace of mountain scenery that the
ey delights to look upon. At an ele
vation of 907 feet above the level of
the sea, and with cooling mountain
breczes, Roanoke 15 free from the ex-
treme heat. The mountains surrounding
it break off the rigors of the northern
winds of winter. The average tempera-
ture is 5% degrees. To add toits health-
falness, it Las the finest water supply
in the world, A lirge spring bursts forch
from the foovof Mill Mountain in a

thirty yards from the spring force the
pure cold water immediately to the city,
a large reservoir on the mountain side
holding a reserve supply.

Roanoke has fine railroad facilities.
As the center of the Norfolk and West-
tern rallroad system, and the construc-
tion of the Haltimore and Ohio or the
Chesapeake and Ohio to Roanoke, one
of which is inevitable, it will greatly
add to the importance of the city as a
railroad center. Ivis, too, only a ques-
tion of a short time when the Norfolk
and Western will have an indepondent
line into Washington, D, C.-

The asscssed valuation of real estate
in 1882 was $353,364. In 1892 it was
$12,045,425. The capital in business
on which license is paid, is 51,600,000

The iron industry is the chief impe-
tus to the growth of the city. The va-
rious manufacturing enterprises em-
ploy 8,000 people, and those in course of
construction will add another thousand
to the number. The annual amount
paid out to wage-earners is more than
85,000,000.

The capital invested in manufactur-
ing enterprises is 85,125,000, and in land
companies, in round numbers $11,000,-
000,

Roanoke has eight building and loan
associations, with a subseribed capital
of 53,000,000,

The banking oapital amounts to £2,-
000,000, and the banking institution of
the city did a business in 1890 awount-
ing to £5,000,000.

The twenty-two religious congrega-
tions, representing the Catholic, Luth-
eran, Methodist, Episcopalian, Presby-
terian, Bapeist, United Brethren and
Christian denominations, have over
4,000 communicants, and the church
property is valued at $400,000.

The city Is surrounded by a fertile
agricultural region, Roanoke county
producing the finest wheat of any part
of Virginia. Roanoke is fast growing in
importance as o wheat market and its
flouring mills now turn out 250 barroels
of flour daily.

The public schools have grown with
the eity, The first ward building isa
handsome two story structure with ae-
commaodations for 500 pupils. Tho third
ward and colored school buildings are
noat and comfortable brick houses.
The school board has rented two build-
ings and established schools to meet
the prowing needs of the city. The free-
holders voted £75,000 in bonds last
spring for school buildings, and for the
improvement of the school facilities.
The five schools with twenty eight
teachers, now have about 1,500 pupils
enrolled.

That Roanoke will continue its quicic-
step march on the highway of progress.
is evident to every one who is ucquainted
with its surroundings, its achievoments
and {ts opportunities.

It requires no long drawn logical ar-
gument to convince the str«nger of this.
If the simple statement of the facts will
not convince, a visit to Roanoke and a
close examination of the causes which
have led to its growth and its present
condition will.

The early promoters of the develop-
ment of the Valley and Southwest Vir-
ginia did not in toe beginning antici-
pate the wonderful success that has
crowned their efforts. But now they
look forward to still greater things than
the past has revealed. The capitalists
comprising the Norfolk and \Western
syndicate have been the leaders, not
only in Roanoke butthroughout the en-
tire section that has been invigorated
with new life.

When they flrst put their money into
this region ten years ago Roanoke was
immediately made the center of all
their oporations and has been their
especial favorite. There has been no
mushroom growth, and the men who
have made Roanoke substantial with
their millions, have millions more to
insure the continued growth of the city.

The people who have been attracted
here by the enterpries of the capitalists
have united for the pgeneral good in
every enterprise, and filled their places
well as factors in what has been accom-
plished.

anoke has reached that point where
it 1S not s0 much dependent upon out-
side capital, but this makes the induce-
ment for the investor still greater, The
industries that are estublished, with the
raw material almost at their doors, will
sustain a population of 15,000. Should
no more industries be secured the city
will, ina few years, reach this popula-
fon. But it will not stop herw.

The industries thatwill start up with-
in the near future will vreate o demund
for others. As the mineral resources
are developed the iron industries al-
ready established must of necessity in-
crease their capacity, and new ones
will spring up.

The completion of the Roanoke and
Southern and the construction of the
Baltimore and Ohio or Chesapeake and
Ohio to Roanoke will enable the city to
extend her trade, and will add to her

| territory new flelds of raw material,

adding industry after industry, nnd in-
cressing the inducemcents that have al-
ready led Northern manufacturess to
seek this more favorable locality.

The possibilities of Roanoke cannot
be comprehended, for they are limited
only by the enterprise and emergy of
her eltizens, who have never yet been
baffled by the size of the pocket books
and bank accounts of tha thousands that
have put their dollars in Roanoke, and
the thousands that will soon follow the
footsteps of the.r wiser fellow ecitizens;
and by the extent of the wonderful re-
sources of her adjacent territory that
are yet unknown.

A strong board of trade has recently
been organized with W. E. Deaton. as
president and it promises to aid very
materially in the future advancement
of the Magic City.

Worth Enowling.

Maxy thousand people found a friend
in Aunt Fanny's Health Restorer,

If you have never used this great spo-
cific for the prevalling malady of the
age, Ilyspepsia, Liver Complaint, Rheu-
matism, Costiveness, WNervous Exhaus-
tion, Nervous Prostration, Sleeplessness
and all diseases arising from derange-
ment of the stomach, liver and kidneys.
wo would be pleased to give you a pack-
age of this great nerve tonic free of
charge., Christian & Barbee.

A North Ameriean Product,

Ask for **North America" tobacco. It
[s made of fine llenry county leaf and
hus no superior. Try it. Iufl, Andiews
& Thomas, wholesale agents,

- e

ExGuisu, French and German tea,
dinner and toilet sets; our own {mporta-
tion in newest shapes and decoratians
at the E. H. Stewart Furniture Com

stream large ¢noggh to supply aelty of ] pany.

Two steam pumpi not
P

Lorvixe, epiargiug, exteriore. sicennger's,

T.' JEFFERSON COOLIDGE.

Succeasor of Mr. Iold as United States
Minlster at 'arls.

The president has appointed Mr. T,
Jefferson Coolidie, of Boston, to sue-
ceed Mr. Whitelaw Reid as ministor
of the United States to Paris. Mr.
Coolidge was placed in nomination for
the office by the republicons of the
New England delegation in congress,
but,ashe is comparstively unknown in
ptl:i\lic life, the possibility of his ap-
pointment, says lHarper's Weekly, was
not more than mentioned in the news
papers. e has held only two publie
posts—park commissioner of Doston
and delegate to the recent Pan-Amer-

T. JEFFERSON CQUOLIDGE.

ican congress.  He is a little more than
sixty years old, and a native of Boston,
where, in business and society, he has
been prominent for thirty-five years.
His grandiather was Thomas Jefferson.
the first minister to Frunce after the
formution of the United States.

Mr. Coolidge was graduanted from
Harvard, and then spent some time in
BEurope. Returning home, he entered
into the East India trade, in which he
prospercd.  In 1558 he beeame the pros-
ident of the looth Muanufacturing
Company, with large cotton-mills at
Lowell.  The affairs of this company
were not in good financinl econdition
when Mr. Coolidge took charge, but in
the course of several vears he estab-
lished the business upon a sound
footing. Then hie went to
France, and lived there {for three
years, aequiring during this  resi-
dence a proficiency in the I'rench lan-
guage that will be of great value to
him in his new capacity. When he
came back to America he took charge
of the Lawrence Manufacturing Com-
pany, and built up a small business into
a very large one. In 1880 he gave up
manufacturing and became president
of the Atehison, Topeka & Sante Fo
railroad. IHe helped this company ont
of very serions financial straits, and
then for a little while was president of
the Oregon  Railway & Navigation
Company. When he retired from this
company he resumed the financial man-
agement of several New England cot-
ton mills, and in these he is still inter-
ested,

The new minister has never been
prominent in politics, though always a
stanch republican. His son, T. Jef-
ferson Coolidge, Jr., was one of the
leadiug spirita in the establishment of
the Young Men's Demoeratic elub of
Massachusetts, and there was in conse-
quence some misunderstanding as to
the father's position. The elder Cool-
idge set this at rest by eontributing 1o
the election of Mr. Marrison. Mr.*Cool-
idge has been prominent in the public
charitics of Boston. At Harvard he
erected the Physienl Research labora-
tory, and gave to the town of Man-
chester a public library. Mr. Coolidge
has rather a soldierly bearing, and in
focicty is one of the most popular mer
in New England.

THE BRITISH BUILDING.

Now Englasd Wil Be Housed at the Chi-
engo Exposition.

The first building to be crected ot
Jackson park by a foreign nation, says
the Chieago Inter Ocean, will be that of
Great Britain, the plans for which have
Jjust been brought from England by
Col. G. R. Grover, of the royal engi-
neers,

The building was designed by Col. .
W. Edis, and will be erected at once by
George A. Fuller & Co. It will be a
very good typical specimen of a pie-
turesque hali-timbered” English home
of the century during which Columbus
made his famous voyage. In outward
appearance it will not be particularly
attractive, being solidly constructed of
red bricks, timbers and yellow terra

EXGLAND'S WORLD'S FAIR BUILDING.

ecotta. The red tile roof will not add
to its beauty. But what it will luck in
outward uppearance will more than be
miade up by the beauty of the furnish-
ings. The Queen Ann cottage which
England crected for the centennial was
not perfect in outline, but its inside ar
rangement did approach perfection.
And s0 it may be with the building to
be erected for the fuir.

The ‘“half-timbered” mode of con-
strueting demestic buildings in Great
Britain commenced about the reign of
Henry VIIL (1485-1500), on & revival of
the use of brick, which had lain dor-
mant for a thousand years: but timber
was not much used for the exter
construction of houses in Great Dirit
wfter the reign of Queen Elizabeth
(143%-1600), on account, it is believed, of
the increased demand of timber for tha
navy. The home of the British roval
vommission will be loeated on the luke
Between the shore and the main public
bhemlevard, just north of the north out-
et from the lagoen, so that the union
Juek will flont in friendly proximity to
the stars and stripes of the good ship
Iliinois.

E. VA
This important and successful Roanoke

deserves especial praise. The Export Beer for '
Lager for the general trade, and Wuerzburger for family
use as a tonic, are ‘deservedly popular and the demand for
them increasing daily. The Virginia Brewing Company

has estabh:shed_ agencies at Pocahontas, Lynchburg and
Staunton, in Virginia, and at Winston, N. C., from which
orders may be filled, as well as the home office. The
product of this brewery has no superior on the market.

A trial order always leads to regular patronage. Pure malt

and hops alone used in making beer. No poisonous ingre-
dients allowed by the management. Send in a trial order. ,
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REPASS, DAVIS & €0,

107 SALEM AVENUE S, W.,

ROANOKE, VA.

DEALERS IN

Fine Marhle Work, Granite Monuments,
Iron Fencing, ete.

All kinds of Cemetery work done on short notice.

enterprise
shipping,

e

Building marble, sawed and dressed stone for buildings
constantly on hand. Fine marbleized Tennessee mantels,

Marble hearths, tiling, etc., on short notice. d

— - —

Roanoke Grocery and Milling Company,

Wholesale Grocers and Merchant Millers,
Roanoke, Va.

CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED, d

Tie Bridgswater Carriage Works,

Are reducing stock by offering a large lot of Buggies,
Phaetons, Ruckelets, Carriages, etc., at greatly reduced

prices. Send your repairs to us. ¢
=]

. G, DENNIS, G. W. TRULTT, J. C. DENNIS,

DENNIS, TRUITT & CO.,
MANUFACTURKRS AND DEALERS IN
Kiln-dried North Carolina
INE LUMBER,
Rough and Dressed.

Lathes and Shingles.

Offlca: No. 101 Campbell street (Times Building). 1. O, box g,

Yards: Cor. Soventh strect and BErnest avenue.

Telephone: Offlce, 180; yard, 154.

Special prices on Lumber, ete., in carload lots. d

—

I W, Coox, Hresident. AL B Asnenny, Vice-I'resident. J.o UL Davexvort, Cashier,

COMMERCIAL NATIONAL BANK,

Capital, $100,000. Surplus, $30,000.

Doos & general banking business. Accounts of corporations and firms solicited.
Interest paid on deposits.

VA,

Directors: A. S, Asberry, (. Markley, B. F. Nininger, J. W. Coon, C. H.
Cocke, M. M. Rogers, J. M. Watts, J. M. Maugus, .InnAHh‘.. Pann, J. (L“Lizon
R. H. Woodrum. f

Coxsvprrion Moxnay, May 23, 1802,
RESOURCES, LIABILITIES,
Loans and discounts........

30 | Capiwal

8250,710:80 | Capital.ccooo i o il .. 100,
United States bonds........ 25,000 00 @ Surplus........ SRR PR P s ’ 30:3003 gg
Due from banks........... 87.687 78 | Undivided........... 12,048 81
Lo T T P S re 51,250 00 | Circulation................ 23,350 00
Deposits,. ... .. 274,745 19
Dud to banks 3454 08
S444,508 08 | d 2444,598 08

TO SELL AND LOAN.

SIMMONS & TINSLEY,

Real Estate Agents,
No. 108 Jefferson Street, Roanoke, Va.

Improved and unimproved property for sa'e in every
part of Roanoke on easy terms,

$20,000 $20,000

Twenty thousand dollars to Joan on Roanoke real estate,

We have arranged to procure money to erect a honss -
on lois purchased from us. ¢



